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DIRECTORS SUMMARY
CoreEnviro Solutions European Wasp Awareness and Entomological Advice Services
Annual Report for 2016-17 to Transport Canberra and City Services (TCCS).
The information in this report is for the period 1 July 2016 – 30 June 2017.

About us
CoreEnviro Solutions is a Canberra-based service provider specialising in the delivery of
noxious/environmental, agricultural, horticultural, aquatic pest and weed management,
and pest control solutions.

Notes on data
Contact means contact through the European Wasp Awareness & Entomological Advice
Services Hotline (European Wasp Hotline), eWasp Mobile App, eWasp website or any calls
or emails through the European Wasp Hotline.
Enquiry type means the initial reason for the call/contact to the European Wasp Hotline.
The majority of contacts to the European Wasp Hotline was to report European wasp nests
and sightings, but after further clarification, it was determined that the nests and
sightings were not European wasps/nests.
Nest/sighting type means the species that the contact relates to e.g. European wasp,
native paper wasp, ants etc. This will assist to provide more accurate reporting to TCCS.
Location means land type such as Residential, Public, ACT Government, Commercial,
Government Housing and National Capital Authority.
Contact details for verified European wasp nests, 2016/17 can be found in a separate
document, Attachment A4, with a Protected classification due to the private
information contained in the document.
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European Wasp Hotline
In 2016-17, there were 707 contacts from the ACT to the European Wasp Hotline. These
contacts related to:
63%
28%
6%
3%

European wasps
Other wasps
Insect/arachnid
Bees (honey/native)

In 2016-17, there were a total of 339 verified European wasp nests, with 46% (155) of
nests reported on residential land. The share of nests found on residential land were:
62%
17%
12%
6%
2%
1%

Wall Cavity
Roof Void
Ground
Rock wall
Trees
Shed/garage

Insect and Arachnid Identification Service
There were 22 contacts for insect and arachnid identification to the European Wasp
Hotline in 2016-17.

Innovation
CoreEnviro Solutions is committed to minimising the establishment and spread of the
European wasp (eWasp), through improved reporting, information and nest location.
We are committed to improving the eWasp website, mobile app and database. The eWasp
website and mobile app will be upgraded to provide our users with a more appealing look,
additional information on insect and arachnids, and an efficient processing system for
reporting European wasp nests.
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Commitment to public education and awareness
CoreEnviro Solutions is committed to minimising the establishment and spread of the
European wasp in the ACT by providing effective public information and in improving
public awareness through:
the distribution of information packs in the ACT,
two media releases via TCCS which resulted in newspaper articles and radio
interviews,
release of new European wasp brochure,
updates, news & alerts on social media platforms such as Facebook, Twitter &
Instagram, which consisted of the following:
Alerts on large numbers of European wasp nests in populated areas around
the Canberra region,
Videos of eWasp nest treatments, “dangers of treating European wasp nests”,
and
Regular updates on the wasp season.

New European wasp brochure
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DIRECTORS’ COMMENTS
Welcome to the 2016-17 European Wasp Awareness & Entomological Advice Service
Annual Report.
With higher than average rainfall in the winter of 2016, the expectation of European wasp
queens surviving and establishing nests in the 2016-17 season was low, this was due to
high water levels and soil dampness; but, as the season progressed, large numbers of
European wasp nests were reported on public and commercial land. This kept TCCS
Invasive Species Officer, Jenny Conolly, extremely busy eradicating nests to reduce
numbers and ensure public safety.
The majority of nests reported on public and commercial land were located around creek
lines and rivers. European wasps will nest in close proximity to each other if the conditions
are right, good supply of food and water. This is shown with the large number of nests
identified and destroyed around Molonglo River and Jerrabomberra Creek, ACT.
On residential land, eWasp’s listed pest controllers were also very busy eradicating
European wasp nests. It is estimated that 1 in 3 European wasp nests on residential land
are reported to the hotline, of the ones not reported, residence engaged pest control
companies directly.
The 2016-17 European wasp season saw 67 wasp stinging incidents that were reported to
the hotline, 39 being European wasp stings.
The hotline received a number of reports of foraging workers and queens as late as June
2017, with the last reported nest in mid-June 2017. This indicates that a number of nests
have gone untreated and are producing viable queens for the next season.
CoreEnviro Solutions had the opportunity to work closely with Entomologists from the
United States of America and interstate on a baiting program/trial at Pialligo
and the Kingston Foreshore in Canberra. The report for the Kingston Foreshore baiting
program/trial is at Attachment A3.
CoreEnviro Solutions is committed to educating the public on invasive and beneficial
species. Of the 521 contacts that reported a “European wasp” nest, 128 or 25% were Native
paper and Mud-dauber wasp nests. We believe we have saved numerous native species by
educating the public on invasive and beneficial insects.
Jim Bariesheff
Director
CoreEnviro Solutions Pty Ltd

Christina Bariesheff
Director
CoreEnviro Solutions Pty Ltd
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CHAPTER 1
Distribution of Information Packs
In 2016-17 CoreEnviro Solutions distributed information packs to the following Locations
around the ACT:
Various cafes/restaurants around the Canberra region
Goodwin Village, Monash
On request by the community
Onsite insect/arachnid identification

Media Releases and interviews
We provided 2 media releases to Transport Canberra and City Services in 2016/17 which
were taken up by various media outlets and resulted in the following:
October 2016
During October 2016, there was one media release via TCCS:
20 October 2016 – “European wasp queens on the move”, the article was to inform
the public of European wasp queens emerging from hibernation to seek a suitable
nesting site.
As a result of the above media release, the following interviews and articles were released
via other media outlets:
20 October 2016 - Interview with WIN Local News,
20 October 2016 - Interview with 2CC, Chris Coleman,
26 October 2016 - Canberra Times article, and
2 November 2016 - Canberra Chronicle article.
The full Canberra Times article can be found at Attachment A1.

eWasp Hotline advice expert, Jim Bariesheff
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March 2017
During March 2017, there was one media release via TCCS:
8 March 2017 – “Don’t let wasps make your home their home” the article was to
inform the public to be aware and report European wasps nesting in wall cavities
and roof voids.
As a result of the above media release, the following interviews and articles were released
via other media outlets:
8 March 2017 – mention on WIN Local News
8 March 2017 – mention on PRIME Local News
8 March 2017 – 2CC radio interview
8 March 2017 – ABC article
8 March 2017 – mention on Mix 106.3 radio station
The full ABC Canberra article can be found at Attachment A2

Hover fly, often mistaken for a European wasp
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eWasp Mobile App & Website
CoreEnviro Solutions is committed to improving the functionality and content of both the
eWasp mobile app and website.
The eWasp mobile app received 31% or 217 contacts.
In 2016-17, 54 or 8% of contacts to the European Wasp Hotline came from the eWasp
website/email.
The mobile app has the following features:
View map & Report a nest
Help
Bee & Wasp Identification
First Aid
Link to the eWasp website
Contact details of
Pest Control Companies
European Wasp Hotline
CoreEnviro Solutions

Image of active nests on public land

The eWasp website consists of the following information:
Insect/arachnid information and images
Rodents
Nest identification
European & other wasp information
First Aid
Safety tips around camping and picnic
grounds
List of Pest Control Companies
Direct contact to the hotline via the website
Articles
eWasp News & Alerts
eWasp Annual Reports
eWasp Mobile App
Latest Video
Photo of the week

Image of eWasp website
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European wasp baiting program/trial, ACT
The European wasp hotline recorded a total of 246 European wasp nests in the months of
March and April 2017.
During this time, the European wasp hotline received a large volume of calls/reports from
business owners, residents and the public from Pialligo and the Kingston Foreshore areas.
European wasps were becoming a nuisance and a public risk.
CoreEnviro Solutions and Transport Canberra and City Services investigated Molonglo
River from Russell to Jerrabomberra Creek and located and destroyed 105 European wasp
nests on Public and Commercial land in the months of March and April 2017, these
locations included Russell, Pialligo, Narabundah, Kingston, Jerrabomberra Wetlands and
Fyshwick.
In April 2017, CoreEnviro Solutions was involved in a baiting program/trial with
Transport Canberra and City Services and Entomologists experienced in the Pest Control
Chemical Industry. The two locations for the baiting program/trial were Pialligo and the
Kingston Foreshore areas.
12 nests were identified for the baiting program/trial around the Pialligo area. Once the
bait stations were in place, weekly monitoring and data collection of nest activity was
conducted for several weeks by CoreEnviro Solutions.
The two baiting programs/trials had very positive results with both locations reported a
substantial drop in European wasp numbers. CoreEnviro Solutions received positive
feedback from business owners from Pialligo & residents of Kingston during and after the
baiting program/trials.
CoreEnviro Solutions and Transport Canberra & City Services will be monitoring these
locations closely next European wasp season. The positive results of the baiting
program/trial supports the establishment of a baiting program prior to European wasps
becoming a nuisance in high traffic areas. This will reduce the number of European wasps
and minimise the risk of stinging incidents.
Details of the Kinston Foreshores baiting program/trial can be found at Attachment A3.
The Pialligo report is not available to the public.
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CHAPTER 2
Number of contacts to the European Wasp Hotline
Figure 1 shows the number of contacts by source of contact.

In 2016-17 there were 707 contacts from the ACT to the European Wasp Hotline.
61% or 430 of contacts were from the landline and 8% or 54 of contacts were from the
eWasp website/email. The eWasp App received 31% or 217 contacts, showing a large share.

Contacts by enquiry type
Figure 2 shows the number of contacts by enquiry type. There are four different enquiry
types that the data can report:

Report a nest – 74% or 521 contacts
Report a sighting 21% or 151 contacts
Insect and arachnid identification 3%
or 22 contacts;
Information 2% or 13

In 2016-17 the majority of enquiries made to the European Wasp Hotline were to report a
nest.
12

Number of contacts by species
Table 1 shows the number of contacts to the European Wasp Hotline by species.

Species (Insect & Arachnid)
European Wasp
Native Paper Wasp
Mud-dauber Wasp
Asian Paper Wasp
Hover Fly
European Wasp Queen
European Honey Bee Swarm
Wolf Spider
White-faced Brown Paper Wasp
European Honey Bee Hive
European Honey Bee
Black Flower Wasp
Midges
Redback Spider
Native Bee Swarm
Banded Sugar Ant
Flower Wasp
Termites
Bull Ant
Mason Wasp
Coastal Brown Ant
Grand Total

Number of Contacts

% of Total Contacts

422
99
47
40
22
21
14
10
9
6
4
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
707

59.7%
14.0%
6.6%
5.7%
3.1%
3.0%
2.0%
1.4%
1.3%
0.8%
0.6%
0.3%
0.3%
0.3%
0.1%
0.1%
0.1%
0.1%
0.1%
0.1%
0.1%
100.0%

The majority, 59.7% of total contacts, were for the European wasp followed by 14% for
the Native Paper wasp.
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European wasp nests
Figure 3 shows the number and share of contacts reporting a nest by nest or sighting type.

European wasp – 65% or 339
Native paper wasp 18% or 91
Asian paper wasp 7% or 37
Mud-dauber wasp 7% or 37
White-faced brown paper wasp
2% or 9
European honey bee 1% or 6
Banded sugar ant 0.1% or 1
termite 0.1% or 1
Of the 521 contacts that reported a nest, 65% or 339 were verified as European wasp nests
the remainder were deemed to be other wasps or bees.
A verified European wasp nests means the enquiry was verified by CoreEnviro Solutions,
TCCS, ACT Parks, pest controllers or the resident reporting they will/have engaged a pest
controller.

European wasp nests by Location
Figure 4 shows European wasp nests by location type.

Public land 167 or 49%
Residential land 155 or 46%
Commercial 13 or 4%
ACT Government 3 or 1%
Government Housing 1 or 0%

167 or 49% of European wasp nests were reported on public land followed by 155 or 46%
of nests reported on residential land.
14

European wasp nests on residential land
Figure 5 shows the number and share of European wasp nests on residential land by
location of nest.

155 European wasp nests were reported on residential land in 2016-17.
The majority of nests, 93 or 62% were located in wall cavities followed by 25 or 17% located
in the roof void and 18 or 12% in the ground.

European wasp nests, top 6 suburbs
Figure 6 shows the top 6 suburbs with the highest number of European wasp nests
reported in 2016-17.

Of the 339 European wasp nests reported in 2016-17, the top 6 suburbs saw a 38% (129)
share of the total nests reported.
The highest number of European wasp nests reported were in Pialligo (35) followed by
Russell (22) and Fyshwick (21).
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Data Tables
European wasp nests by region
Table 2 shows the number and share of European wasp nests reported by region.

Row Labels

Share of
Total

Number

South Canberra

78

23.0%

Belconnen

71

20.9%

North Canberra

37

10.9%

Majura

35

10.3%

Gungahlin

33

9.7%

Tuggeranong

26

7.7%

Woden Valley

23

6.8%

Paddys River

17

5.0%

Weston Creek

11

3.2%

Jerrabomberra

6

1.8%

Coree

2

0.6%

339

100.0%

Grand Total

In 2016-17, South Canberra region had the largest share of European wasp nests reported.

Mud-dauber wasp nest
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Number of European wasp nests by suburb and region, 2016-17
Table 3: Number of European wasp nest reported by suburb and region, 2016-17

Row Labels
Belconnen
Belconnen
Bruce
Charnwood
Cook
Dunlop
Evatt
Flynn
Fraser
Giralang
Hawker
Holt
Kaleen
Latham
Macgregor
Macquarie
McKellar
Melba
Page
Scullin
Weetangera
Coree
Coree
Uriarra Village
Gungahlin
Amaroo
Bonner
Crace
Forde
Gungahlin
Harrison
Mitchell
Ngunnawal
Nicholls
Palmerston
Jerrabomberra
Hume

Number
71
9
1
4
2
3
12
3
2
11
1
3
6
1
5
2
1
1
1
2
1
2
1
1
33
1
1
1
4
3
4
1
1
10
7
6
6

Majura
Pialligo
North Canberra
Acton
Ainslie
Braddon
Campbell
Reid
Russell
Turner
Paddys River
Namadgi National Park Visitor Centre
Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve
Tidbinbilla Valley
South Canberra
Deakin
Forrest
Fyshwick
Griffith
Jerrabomberra Wetlands
Kingston
Narrabundah
Parkes
Red Hill
Yarralumla
Tuggeranong
Bonython
Calwell
Conder
Fadden
Gordon
Gowrie
Greenway
Isabella Plains
Kambah
Macarthur
Monash
Theodore

35
35
37
4
1
1
6
1
22
2
17
3
4
10
78
3
1
21
4
6
19
20
1
1
2
26
1
3
1
1
1
1
1
1
10
1
4
1
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Weston Creek
Chapman
Duffy
Fisher
Rivett
Stirling
Weston
Woden Valley
Curtin
Farrer
Garran
Hughes
Isaacs
Lyons
Mawson
O'Malley
Torrens
Grand Total

11
1
1
3
3
1
2
23
5
1
4
2
2
2
3
1
3
339

Golden orb spider

Number of European wasp nests by month, 2016-17
Table 4: Number of European wasp nests by month, 2016-17
Month/
Year
2017
Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr
May
Jun
2016
Nov
Dec
Grand
Total

Commercial

Government
Housing

Public
Land

1
1
11
1

6
41
94
22
4

Residential
13
30
73
26
7
3

ACT
Government

Grand
Total

2
1

14
37
125
121
31
8

2
1
13

1

167

155

2
1
3

339

Chart 1: Number of European wasp nests by month, 2016-17
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Insect and arachnid identification
Table 5 shows the number of insect or arachnids identified by type.
Name, Order & Scientific
Name
Coastal Brown Ant
Hymenoptera
Pheidole megacephala
European Wasp
Hymenoptera
Vespula germanica
Hover Fly
Diptera
Melangyna Sp.
Mason Wasp
Hymenoptera
Abispa ephippium
Midges
Diptera
Midges sp
Mud-dauber Wasp
Hymenoptera
Mud-dauber sp
Native Paper Wasp
Hymenoptera
Polistes humilis
Redback Spider
Araneae
Latrodectus hasselti
Wolf Spider
Araneae
Lycosa sp
Grand Total

Count of Reference
1
1
1
1
5
5
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
9
9
22

Of the 707 contacts to the European Wasp Hotline, 3.1% or 22 were attributed to insect or
arachnid identification in 2016-17. 22 specimens were identified.
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Google Maps
Mapped number of European wasp nests by ACT suburbs, 2016-17 – Part 1

Mapped number of European wasp nests by ACT suburbs, 2016-17 – Part 2
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Mapped number of European wasp nests by ACT suburbs, 2016-17 – Part 3

European wasps impact native species.
Image provided by Jenny Conolly, TCCS.
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ATTACHMENT A1
Warmer weather brings out European wasps
October 25, 2016
The Canberra Times
Sarah Kleven
They're black and yellow striped but
they aren't the kind of pleasant
garden pollinators you want to
welcome to your backyard.
European wasp queens are starting to
creep out of dormancy and wasp
specialists are urging residents to
keep an eye out for these unyielding
stingers before they can colonise.
CoreEnviro Solutions Senior Pest and Weed Officer,
Jim Bariesheff pictured with a queen wasp. Photo: supplied

CoreEnviro Solutions Senior Pest and Weed Officer, Jim Bariesheff says that it's very
hard to predict how bad a wasp season will be until after Christmas.
"Sometimes a season can depend on the winter before, as very cold winters can kill the
queens. Last season was quiet with just over 250 wasp nests found but it's hard to predict
what will happen this season," Mr Bariesheff said.
"The first European wasp queen for the season was reported in mid-August. The queen
was inadvertently brought into the caller's house inside some firewood purchased from a
local service station. They are unpredictable and can come from anywhere."
The European wasp is about the same size as a honey bee – about 1 to 1.5 centimetres
long.
The variance is that they have less hair and fold their wings back when at rest.
"European wasp nests occur in the ground or in wall cavities. Last year we actually had
more of the nests occurring in wall cavities than in the ground, but stings occur more
often to gardeners who unintentionally disturb a nest," said Mr Bariesheff.
"We had two women last year who were stung whilst gardening - one in Giralang who
was stung 11 times and another from Hawker who was stung 12 times.
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"To minimise the risk of a nest being established in your home, all potential entry points
should be sealed and we are advising the public to thoroughly inspect their properties
before they start their spring gardening. If a European wasp queen makes her nest in the
ground on your property, you will see a steady stream of wasps leaving and returning to
the area."
Although multiple stings can cause an allergic reaction and there is no limit to how many
times these relentless critters are able to sting you, they won't attack unless they are
provoked.
If you come across a European wasp queen, it can be treated using a registered
insecticide. However, if you come across a nest, it is advised to avoid the area and contact
the free European Wasp Hotline on 6258 5551, report it via the eWasp Mobile App or
visit www.ewasp.com.au.
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ATTACHMENT A2
Autumn 'dangerous season' for European Wasp attacks, expert says
March 8, 2017
ABC Canberra
By Adrienne Francis

PHOTO: The ACT Government's wasp hotline has been running hot. (ABC Rural: Clint Jasper)

Last year’s wet winter weather conditions prompted significant number of European
wasps to seek shelter inside Canberra houses and apartments – and the full impact is
only just being felt, according to an ACT expert.
Since August the ACT Government’s
eWasp Hotline has recorded 66 nests in
the ACT, with 40 located within wall
cavities and the reminder in the
environment.
And hotline operator and environmental
consultant Jim Bariesheff said many
nests go un-reported.
PHOTO: A close-up of a wasp nest in the wall cavity of a home (Supplied: Jim Bariesheff
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“With the wet winter, it has drowned and killed off a lot of queens that would have
made their nest in the ground, “Mr Bariesheff said.
“So we are seeing less nests around creeks, ponds and along the river corridors.”
Autumn marks a dangerous season for European wasp attacks, according to Mr
Bariesheff.
“This is the time of the year where the nests have outgrown the wall cavities and they
start chewing through gyprock and coming into people’s homes” he said.
“People are more concerned and fearful about it than ever”.

Wasp invasion ‘alarming and distressing”
Palmerston resident Joe Van Akker is one of the 40 ACT residents to have discovered a
nest in a wall cavity.
She said her family was very fortunate to have avoided being stung.
“They had eaten through at the cornice and
that’s how they got in.
“It was a pencil sized hole that they had got
through (initially to access the wall cavity).
“When we touched it, the whole wall
started crumbling and that’s when my
panic took over.
“It became larger than a tennis ball-sized hole.”
PHOTO: A pile of wasps on the floor after being exterminated. (Supplied: Jim Bariesheff

A pest controller located the nest full of larvae in Ms Van Akkers garage wall, cornice
and ceiling last week.
“We heard scratching but we suspected birds,” she said.
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Then we came home from work and school through the entrance way from our garage
and there were 40 insects, which I through were bees.
“They were swarming around at head height and even down to chest height, like it was
just above my kids’ heard, and they are primary school age”.

Don’t spray them yourself: expert says
After spraying the insects with insecticide, Ms Van
Akker identified them as European wasps. But Mr
Bariesheff warned residents not to use insecticides.
“When you spray insecticide, you are actually
aggravating the nest, you are making them more
aggressive and more dangerous,” he said.
“Then the nest is on alert and most of the time the
chemical does not get the nest.
“You have to kill the queen and destroy the nest to
eradicate them out of your wall.”
He urged affected resident to engage qualified
pest controllers, saying the insects were
extremely adaptable and clever.

PHOTO: A wasp nest in a wall cavity in Mawson.
(Supplied: Jim Bariesheff

“They will find a way into a bee suit, and that’s why we say to people, please don’t treat
them, because some people put on a veil and go off and treat them but they will find a
way through,’ he said. Mr Bariesheff also warned Canberrans not to black cracks,
crevices, eaves or doors that may allow the insects access to wall cavities.
“That’s when they will also start chewing through your gyprock because they want to
get out.”
Mr Bariesheff was hospitalised after being stung 13 times, including once on the
forehead, while treating a European wasp nest at an Ainslie property a year ago.
“If you do get stung, especially on the nest or head, you need to seek medical attention
straight away,” he said. “Antihistamine always helps, and so does a cold compress”.
28

ATTACHMENT A3
European wasp baiting program/trial, ACT

Area-wide suppression of European wasp, Vespula germanica,
foraging activity by experimental bait matrix application in the
Kingston-Foreshore neighborhood of Canberra, 2017
Jim Bariesheff1, Jenny Conolly2 and Christina Bariesheff1

Background
The European wasp, Vespula germanica is a social wasp that successfully invaded
Australia. The major concern associated with European wasps is their aggressive
foraging behavior and the propensity of these foragers to sting. As a consequence,
European wasps pose a serious nuisance and threat to humans engaged in various
outdoor activities in infested urban environments.
During the month of April 2017, high levels of European wasp activity were observed by
the residents of Kingston-Foreshore neighborhood of Canberra. Foraging European
wasps exerted a significant negative impact on the livability of the Kingston-Foreshore
neighborhood by interfering with everyday activities of the residents inside and outside
of their homes. As a consequence, residents of the neighborhood had logged a
significant volume of complaints with the European Wasp Awareness & Entomological
Advice Services (the eWasp Hotline) in the ACT and requested support to address the
untenable situation of the excessive stinging hazard posed by European wasps.

Method
Foraging intensity of European wasps in the problem area was assessed by modelling a
standard outdoor activity. Freshly cooked chicken obtained from a local grocery chain
was offered to European wasps at two locations in the neighborhood in order to mimic
an outdoor dining scenario by local residents. Freshly cooked chicken was selected as
the protein source because it is known to be a highly-valued protein source for foraging
29

European wasps. Foraging intensity was estimated by counting the total number of
European wasps visiting the chicken placement for 1 minute using 5 replications.
Small (1-3 gram) experimental bait matrix were placed around the surrounding
apartment building on fence posts, trees and man-made objects in order to create an
interception boundary between presumed locations of the European wasp nests and the
impacted apartment complex.
Post-baiting foraging intensity of European wasps was assessed at 24-hours using the
same methodology. To achieve a more robust estimate of post-treatment foraging
intensity of European wasps, five (5) replications of 5 X 1 minute counts were made at
the Location 2 which had the highest pre-treatment wasp activity.

Results
Foragers of European wasps discovered both chicken placements almost immediately.
Within minutes of placement, significant competition was observed among European
wasp foragers on the chicken (Pictures 1-2). There was a difference in foraging activity
between the two test locations (mean number of wasps per minute: 5 and 43, Locations
1 and 2, respectively). This observation is not entirely surprising because Location 1
was near a construction site whereas Location 2 was immediately adjacent to the
building with high level of resident complaints.
The attractiveness of the experimental bait matrix was excellent. Foragers showed not
only strong attraction but also strong preference towards the experimental bait matrix.
By the time the application of the experimental bait matrix was completed around the
apartment complex, foragers of European wasps almost completely removed the
experimental bait matrix from the initial bait locations.
Foraging intensity of European wasps was significantly reduced at 24-hours postexperimental bait matrix application (P < 0.00001, Wilcoxon Rank Sum Test) (Table 1).
In addition, a resident of the apartment complex approached the research team and
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stated that this was the first time in weeks when he and his partner could enjoy coffee
on the balcony of their apartment located in the impacted building complex.
Picture 1. European wasp activity five minutes after placement on cooked chicken at
Location 2 (pre-treatment).

Picture 2. European wasp activity five minutes after placement on cooked chicken at
Location 2 (pre-treatment).
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Table 1. Suppression of foraging activity by experimental bait matrix, KingstonForeshore neighborhood of Canberra, 2017.
European wasp foraging intensity
Location

Nbr. of wasps/minute (SD)

% Reduction in 24hours

Pre-treatment

Post-treatment

Location-1

5.0 (±2.5)

0.0

100.0

Location-2

43.0 (±17.7)

1.4 (±0.9)

96.7

Mean

98.3

Affiliations:
1

Jim Bariesheff and Christina Bariesheff (CoreEnviro Solutions, Canberra)

2

Jenny Conolly (Transport Canberra and City Services, ACT)
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COMPANY CONTACTS
Mr. Jim Bariesheff
Director
Horticulturist | Senior Pest & Weed Officer
CoreEnviro Solutions Pty Ltd
Mobile: 0417 603783
Mrs. Christina Bariesheff
Director
Reporting & Communications Officer
CoreEnviro Solutions Pty Ltd
Mobile: 0405 623225

CoreEnviro Solutions Pty Ltd
Landline: 02 62590633
email: ces@grapevine.net.au
website: www.coreenvirosolutions.com

European Wasp Hotline
eWasp Hotline: 02 6258 5551
email: info@ewasp.com.au
website: www.ewasp.com.au
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