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DIRECTORS SUMMARY
CoreEnviro Solutions European Wasp Awareness and Entomological Advice Services Annual Report for
2018/19 to Transport Canberra and City Services.
The information in this report is for the period 1 July 2018 – 30 June 2019.

About us
CoreEnviro Solutions is a Canberra-based service provider specialising in the delivery of
noxious/environmental, agricultural, horticultural, aquatic pest and weed management, and pest
control solutions.
Our main objective is to save our native species. We are committed to educating the public on
invasive and beneficial species.

Notes on data
Contact means contact through the European Wasp Awareness & Entomological Advice Services
Hotline (European Wasp Hotline), eWasp Mobile App, eWasp website or any calls or emails through
the European Wasp Hotline.
Enquiry type means the initial reason for the call/contact to the European Wasp Hotline. The majority
of contacts to the European Wasp Hotline was to report European wasp nests and sightings, but after
further clarification, it was determined that the nests and sightings were not European wasps/nests.
Nest/sighting type means the species that the contact relates to e.g. European wasp, native paper
wasp, ants etc. This will assist to provide more accurate reporting to TCCS.
Location means land type such as Residential, Public, ACT Government, Commercial, Government
Housing and National Capital Authority.
A verified European wasp nests means the enquiry was verified by CoreEnviro Solutions, TCCS, ACT
Parks & Conservation, pest control company or the resident reporting they will/have engaged a pest
control company.
Contact details for verified European wasp nests 2018/19 can be found in a separate document,
Attachment A4, with a Protected classification due to the private information contained in the
document.

Acronyms
TCCS
eWasp
CES

Transport Canberra and City Services
European Wasp
CoreEnviro Solutions Pty Ltd

3

European Wasp Hotline
In 2018/19, there were 890 contacts from the ACT to the European Wasp Hotline. These contacts
related to:

77.3% European wasps
13.0% Other wasps
3.4% Insect/arachnid
6.0% Bees (honey/native)
0.3% Other

In 2018/19, there were a total of 436 verified European wasp nests, with 79% (344) of nests reported
on residential land. The share of nests found on residential land were:
45% Wall Cavity
35% Subterranean
9%
Retaining Wall
8%
Roof Void
2%
Tree
1%
Conifer

Insect and Arachnid Identification Service
There were 41 contacts for insect and arachnid identification to the European Wasp Hotline in 2018/19.

Innovation
CoreEnviro Solutions is committed to minimising the establishment and spread of the European wasp
(eWasp), through improved reporting, information, nest location and destruction.
We are pleased to announce two new features on the eWasp mobile app, offline eWasp reporting and
honey bee hive & swarm reporting.
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Commitment to Public Education and Awareness
CoreEnviro Solutions is committed to minimising the establishment and spread of the European wasp
in the ACT by providing effective public information and improving public awareness through:
the distribution of information packs,
Media releases via TCCS, and
updates, news & alerts on social media platforms such as Facebook, Twitter & Instagram.

Presentations
3, 4, 9 & 10 October 2018:
European wasps in and around the ACT
ACT Parks & Conservation - Annual Fire Preparedness Day.

Jim Bariesheff, eWasp Presentation, ACT
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Directors’ Comments
Welcome to the 2018/19 European Wasp Awareness & Entomological Advice Service Annual Report.
Firstly, we would like to take this opportunity to thank the community for their ongoing support in
reporting European wasp activity to the eWasp Hotline. Without the public’s assistance, the European
wasp program would not be as successful as it is, Canberra would be faced with a much greater eWasp
problem.
The 2018/19 season saw a slightly below average number of reported eWasp nests in Canberra; of the
555 nests reported to the hotline, 436 were verified eWasp nests. The expectation was for 2018/19
wasp season to be well below the average. There are two factors that come into play, one was the high
number, 1,052 verified eWasp nests, in the 2017/18 season, the second was, the very cold end to
winter in 2018.
This season, the eWasp Hotline received 60 stinging incidents from the 436 nests reported. Although
this season saw a lower number of eWasp nest reports, the percentage for this season was slightly
higher with 10.55%, in comparison to 9.4% reported in 2017/18.
The majority of nests were reported on residential land, 344 or 79%, with 84 or 19% on public land.
In 2017/18, there were 80 reported/treated eWasp nests along Molonlgo River & Dairy Flat Road,
Fyshwick, this season, there were only 4 nests reported along the river. This is a significant reduction
from the previous season.
It is conservatively estimated that 1 in 3 eWasp nests on residential land are reported to the hotline,
of the ones not reported, the public directly engaged a Pest Control Company.
The eWasp Hotline has up until recently, received reports of eWasp activity, with several sightings of
foraging eWasps; this indicates that nests have gone untreated and are producing viable queens for
the next season.
The ACT Government has taken a proactive approach in assisting local businesses, and highly affected
residential areas, in conducting baiting programs where eWasps have become a nuisance Affected
areas this season were Kingston and the Kingston foreshore, 2 locations in Fyshwick and 2 locations
Pialligo.
CoreEnviro Solutions is committed to educating the public on invasive and beneficial species. Of the
555 contacts that reported a “European wasp” nest, 56 or 10% were Native species. We believe we
have saved numerous native species by educating the public on invasive and beneficial insects.
Jim Bariesheff
Director
CoreEnviro Solutions Pty Ltd

Christina Bariesheff
Director
CoreEnviro Solutions Pty Ltd
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CHAPTER 1
Distribution of Information Packs
In 2018/19 CoreEnviro Solutions distributed information packs to the following Locations around the
ACT:
2nd Garden Association of Canberra
Onsite via insect/arachnid identification, and
ACT Parks & Conservation Services Bushfire Management

Media Releases and Interviews
CoreEnviro Solutions provided 3 media releases to Transport Canberra and City Services in 2018/19,
these media releases were taken up by various media outlets and resulted in the following:
8 November 2018
During November 2018, there was one media release via TCCS:
8 November 2018 “New mobile app to report European wasps as season begins”, See TCCS
Media Release
Other media:
Canberra Times online,
RiotACT,
Canberra Weekly article,
Professional Pest Control article,
2CC Canberra Radio Breakfast interview, and
2CC Radio Drive interview,
104.7FM, and
ABC Canberra Studio.
The full RiotACT article can be found at Attachment A1
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13 February 2019
During February 2019, there was one media release via TCCS:
13 January 2019 “Even in the heat, European wasps take it to the streets”. See TCCS Media
Release
Other media:
The Canberra Times article,
Canberra Weekly article,
WIN News, television,
Mix 106.3,
2CC Canberra, radio interview,
RiotACT and
ABC Radio Interview.
The full Canberra Times article can be found at Attachment A2

17 February 2019
17 February 2019 “Canberra’s European wasps causing a buzz in Japan”
The full RiotACT article can be found at Attachment A3

Jim Bariesheff with Japanese wasp expert and crew, ACT
8

eWasp Mobile App & Website
In 2018/19, there were 19% or 165 contacts from the eWasp mobile app and 23% or 205 contacts from
the eWasp website/email.
What’s New on the eWasp app:
More insect & arachnid information,
Offline reporting, and
Report honey bee hives & swarms.

The eWasp mobile app is available
at both the App & Google Play
stores.

eWasp Website
From 1 July 2018 – 30 June 2019 the eWasp website received the following data:
14,458 new users
24,958-page views
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CHAPTER 2
Number of contacts to the European Wasp Hotline
Figure 1 shows the number of contacts by source of contact.

In 2018/19 there were 890 contacts from the ACT to the European Wasp Hotline.
46% or 407 contacts were from the landline, 23% or205 contacts were from the eWasp website/email
and the eWasp app receiving 19% or 165 contacts.

Contacts by enquiry type
Figure 2 shows the number of contacts by enquiry type. There are four different enquiry types that
the data can report:

Report a nest 63% or 555 contacts,
a sighting 32% or 288 contacts,
Insect and arachnid identification 5%
or 41 contacts,
Information 3 contacts, and
Other 3 (Fungus)

In 2018/19 most enquiries made to the
European Wasp Hotline were to report a
nest.
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Number of contacts by species
Table 1 shows the number of contacts to the European Wasp Hotline by species.
Species Type
European Wasp
European Wasp Queen
Asian Paper Wasp
Native Paper Wasp
European Honey Bee Swarm
European Honey Bee Hive
Mud-dauber Wasp
Wolf Spider
Potter Wasp
European Honey Bee
Meat Ants
White-faced Brown Paper Wasp
Black House Spider
Fungus
Midges
Pray Mantis
Termites
Sand Wasp
Red Mouse Spider
Spitfire Sawfly
Bardi Grub
White Flank Black Braconid Wasp
Black House Ant
Striated Sun Moth
Flower Spider
Mountain Katydid
Fleas
Fly sp.
Bagworm Moth
Flower Wasp
Halictid Bee
Bull Ant
Black Carpet Beetle
Grand Total

Number of Contacts

% of Total Contacts

516
172
52
35
32
15
12
10
8
6
4
3
3
3
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
890

58.0%
19.3%
5.8%
3.9%
3.6%
1.7%
1.3%
1.1%
0.9%
0.7%
0.4%
0.3%
0.3%
0.3%
0.1%
0.1%
0.1%
0.1%
0.1%
0.1%
0.1%
0.1%
0.1%
0.1%
0.1%
0.1%
0.1%
0.1%
0.1%
0.1%
0.1%
0.1%
0.1%
100.0%

The majority, 58% of total contacts, were for the European wasp followed by 19.3% for the European
wasp queen.
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European wasp nests
Table 2 shows the number and share of contacts reporting a nest by nest or sighting type.

Species Type

Total

Asian Paper Wasp
European Honey Bee Hive
European Honey Bee Swarm
European Wasp
Halictid Bee
Meat Ants
Mud-dauber Wasp
Native Paper Wasp
Potter Wasp
Sand Wasp
White-faced Brown Paper Wasp
Grand Total

45
14
4
436
1
3
8
32
8
1
3
555

%
8%
2%
1%
79%
0%
1%
1%
6%
1%
0%
1%
100%

Of the 555 contacts that reported a nest, 79% or 436 were verified as European wasp nests the
remainder were deemed to be other wasps, bees or ants.

European wasp nests by location
Figure 3 shows European wasp nests by location type.

Residential land 79% or 344
Public land 19% or 84
Commercial 1% or 4
ACT Housing 1% or 4

79% or 344 European wasp nests were reported on residential land followed by 19% or 84 nests
reported on public land.
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European wasp nests on residential land
Figure 4 shows the number and share of European wasp nests on residential land by location of nest.

344 European wasp nests were reported on residential land in 2018/19.
Most nests, 44% or 150 were located in wall cavities, followed by 35% or 118 subterranean nests and
9% or 31 in garden retaining walls.

European wasp nests, top 7 suburbs
Figure 5 shows the top 7 suburbs with the highest number of European wasp nests reported in
2018/19.

Of the 436 European wasp nests reported in 2018/19, the top 7 suburbs saw a 18% (78) share of the
total nests reported. The highest number of European wasp nests reported were in Kambah (15)
followed by Dickson (13), Melba (12) and with the remaining suburbs (10).
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Data Tables
European wasp nests by region
Table 3 shows the number and share of European wasp nests reported by region.
Region
Belconnen
North Canberra
Tuggeranong
South Canberra
Weston Creek
Woden Valley
Gungahlin
Majura
Jerrabomberra
Molonglo Valley
Tennent
Paddys River
Cotter River
Grand Total

Number of Nests

Share of Total

117
72
67
51
42
41
30
7
2
2
2
2
1
436

26.8%
16.5%
15.4%
11.7%
9.6%
9.4%
6.9%
1.6%
0.5%
0.5%
0.5%
0.5%
0.2%
100.0%

In 2018/19, the Belconnen region had the largest share of European wasp nests reported.

eWasp attacking European honey bee
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Number of European wasp nests by suburb and region, 2018/19
Table 4 shows number of European wasp nest reported by suburb and region, 2018/19.
Region/Suburb

Number of Nests

Belconnen
Aranda
Belconnen
Bruce
Charnwood
Cook
Dunlop
Evatt
Florey
Flynn
Fraser
Giralang
Hawker
Higgins
Holt
Kaleen
Latham
Macgregor
Macquarie
McKellar
Melba
Scullin
Weetangera
Gungahlin
Amaroo
Bonner
Casey
Forde
Franklin
Gungahlin
Harrison
Mitchell
Moncrieff
Ngunnawal
Palmerston
Hall
Jerrabomberra

117
6
3
1
3
5
8
8
5
7
5
2
3
4
4
4
4
8
10
2
12
3
10
30
1
5
2
5
4
1
3
1
1
3
3
1
2

Region/Suburb
Hume
Beard
Majura
Pialligo
Molonglo Valley
Coombs
North Canberra
Acton
Ainslie
Braddon
Campbell
Canberra City
Dickson
Downer
Hackett
Lyneham
O'Connor
Reid
Russell
Turner
Watson
Paddys River
Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve
South Canberra
Deakin
Fyshwick
Griffith
Kingston
Narrabundah
Parkes
Red Hill
Yarralumla
Barton
Tennent
Namadgi National Park
Tuggeranong
Banks

Number of Nests
1
1
7
7
2
2
72
2
7
5
9
1
13
4
4
3
8
5
2
3
6
2
2
51
9
5
6
5
7
3
3
10
3
2
2
67
2
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Region/Suburb
Bonython
Calwell
Chisholm
Conder
Fadden
Gilmore
Gordon
Gowrie
Isabella Plains
Kambah
Macarthur
Monash
Richardson
Theodore
Wanniassa
Weston Creek
Chapman
Duffy
Fisher
Holder
Rivett
Stirling
Waramanga
Weston
Woden Valley

Number of Nests
3
2
5
5
6
1
7
4
5
15
1
3
1
2
5
42
5
6
4
1
7
2
7
10
41

Region/Suburb
Chifley
Curtin
Farrer
Garran
Hughes
Isaacs
Lyons
Mawson
Pearce
Phillip
Torrens
Cotter River
Cotter River
Grand Total

Number of Nests
2
4
3
8
8
3
1
4
3
1
4
1
1
436
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Number of European wasp nests by month/Year, 2018/19
Table 5 shows the number of European wasp nests by month, 2018/19

Year/Month
2019
Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr
May
Jun
2018
Jul
Nov
Dec
Grand Total

ACT Housing

Commercial

Public Land

Residential

Grand Total

1
1
1
1

14
21
16
22
6
1

92
103
71
47
16
3

108
125
88
70
23
4

2

1
3
8
344

3
5
10
436

2

2
4

4

2
84

Chart 1: Number of European wasp nests by month, 2018/19
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Chart 2: Number of European wasp nests by year, 2006 - 2019

Reference: Data from 2006 - 2015 provided by Dr Philip Stradbery

eWasp cell layers
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Insect and Arachnid Identification
Table 6 shows the number of insect or arachnids identified by type, 2018/19.

Insect/Arachnid
Asian Paper Wasp
Polistes chinensis
Hymenoptera
Bull Ant
Myrmecia sp
Hymenoptera
European Honey Bee
Apis mellifera
Hymenoptera
European Wasp
Vespula germanica
Hymenoptera
European Wasp Queen
Vespula germanica
Hymenoptera
Fleas
Ctenocephalides canis
Siphonaptera
Midges
Midges sp
Diptera
Mud-dauber Wasp
Mud-dauber sp
Hymenoptera
Native Paper Wasp
Polistes humilis
Hymenoptera
Termites
Nasutitermes exitiosus
Isoptera
Wolf Spider
Lycosa sp
Araneae
Black Carpet Beetle
Attagenus unicolor
Coleotera
Black House Spider

Number
2
2
1
1
1
1
2
2
4
4
1
1
1
1
3
3
1
1
1
1
10
10
1
1
3

Badumna insignis
Araneae
Pray Mantis
Mantises sp
Mantodea
Meat Ants
Iridomyrmex purpureus
Hymenoptera
Red Mouse Spider
Missulena occatoria
Araneae
White Flank Black Braconid Wasp
Callibracon capitator
Hymenoptera
Striated Sun Moth
Synemon collecta
Lepidoptera
Mountain Katydid
Acripeza reticulata
Orthoptera
Bardi Grub
Abantiades atripalpis
Lepidoptera
Black House Ant
Ochetellus glaber
Hymenoptera
Bagworm Moth
Cebysa leucotelus
Lepidoptera
Flower Spider
Diaea evandia
Araneae
Grand Total

3
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
41

Of the 890 contacts to the European Wasp
Hotline, 4.6% or 41 were attributed to insect or
arachnid identification in 2018/19.
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Google Maps
Canberra overview, mapped number of European wasp nests by ACT suburbs, 2018/19
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Part A, Canberra up close - Mapped number of European wasp nests by ACT suburbs, 2018/19
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Part B, Canberra up close - Mapped number of European wasp nests by ACT suburbs, 2018/19
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Part C, Canberra up close - Mapped number of European wasp nests by ACT suburbs, 2018/19
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Part D, Canberra up close - Mapped number of European wasp nests by ACT suburbs, 2018/19
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Molonglo River, Mapped eWasp Nests, ACT

eWasp nests along Molonglo River 2018/19

eWasp nests along Molonglo River 2017/18
25

TCCS MEDIA RELEASE

8 November 2018

New mobile app to report European Wasps as season begins
With European Wasp (eWasp) queens coming out of hibernation and establishing nests, a new
and improved mobile app and website has been released to assist residents when reporting nests
and sightings.
The updated app has an easy-to-use GPS mapping tool that allows the user to report an eWasp nest
or sighting by dropping a pin on the location. It also provides access to camera capability when
reporting nests, identifying insects, arachnids and more.
Transport Canberra and City Services’ wasp specialists, CoreEnviro Solutions says last year was a
busy season.
“During 2017-18, a total of 1,052 confirmed eWasp nests were treated in Canberra,” CoreEnviro
Solutions Senior Pest and Weed Officer Jim Bariesheff said.
“There were 131 wasp stinging incidents reported of which 99 were eWasps. With another dry and
warm winter now over, we may experience another busy wasp season,” Mr Bariesheff said.
If residents come across individual wasps, they are encouraged to treat them with a registered
insecticide. It is recommended that established nests are treated by a qualified pest controller to
avoid any possible stinging incidents and to ensure the nest is properly controlled.
“European wasp nests are often hidden, the most common nesting sites in wall cavities, a hole in
the ground, roofs and even in conifer trees,” Mr Bariesheff said.
“When a eWasp queen makes her nest in one of these locations, a steady stream of wasps will be
seen leaving and returning to the nest as the day warms up. If a nest is disturbed, they can become
aggressive in protecting the nest and may sting.
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“If stung, a cold pack may be used to relieve the pain. If there is evidence of a more severe reaction
or the victim is known to be allergic to wasp and bee venom, medical attention should be sought
immediately,”
Mr Bariesheff said.
To report a eWasp queen or nest, please contact the European Wasp Hotline on 6258 5551, or use
the new app. Upon opening the eWasp app, users will see a main menu with a list of options to
select from. Once a report is submitted, the report is sent to the eWasp team to action. More
information can be found at www.ewasp.com.au
Note: If you have an old version of the eWasp App downloaded, prior to 16 July 2018, you will need
to uninstall and download the new app, available at both the App and Play stores.
Statement ends

Asian Paper Wasp Nest, ACT
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TCCS MEDIA RELEASE

13 February 2019

Even in the heat, European Wasps take it to the streets
Recent hot weather has not stopped European wasp (eWasp) sightings in the Canberra community,
with nests and stinging incidents reported to the eWasp hotline.
“There have been a substantial number of eWasp sightings and nests with more expected as the
warmer weather continues,” CoreEnviro Solutions Senior Pest and Weed Officer, Jim Bariesheff
said.
“Since 1 December 2018 to 7 February 2019, a total of 111 eWasp nests have been reported with 13
stinging incidents. Suburbs that have commonly reported eWasp nests include Pialligo, Weston,
Forde, Franklin and Dunlop.
“Some nests can contain 2,000 eWasps. This number is expected to grow even further by the end of
February.”
Most of the stinging incidents have been from residents who disturbed a nest from gardening or
with a hose.
If an eWasp nest is disturbed, or the colony is threatened, the wasps will become very aggressive in
protecting their nest. Wasps will swarm in large numbers and can sting multiple times. Multiple
stings can cause a severe allergic reaction, if this occurs, seek immediate medical attention.
“Nests are often hidden with the most common nesting sites in wall cavities, a hole in the ground,
roof voids and they can also be found in conifer trees. Wasps can gain access through cracks,
crevices and holes around windows and door frames,” Mr Bariesheff said.
It is strongly advised that when a nest is located stay clear from the area, report it to the eWasp
Hotline on 6258 5551 and call a professional pest control company to treat/destroy the nest as soon
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as possible. More information, images and a list of pest control companies is available at
www.ewasp.com.au
Café/restaurant owners who are experiencing large numbers of eWasps around their premises are
also asked to contact the European Wasp Hotline. A new feature of the eWasp app is to report high
sighting areas.
CoreEnviro Solutions will also host special guests from Japan this week with a film crew visiting
Canberra to record a documentary on eWasps in the ACT and across Australia. The impact wasps
have on our community and treatments used to manage them will be discussed in the
documentary.
Various locations of known hot spots will feature in the documentary. Residents with eWasp stories
are invited to be part of the production and share them. More information on the filming can be
obtained directly from the eWasp Hotline.
- Statement ends -

Subterranean eWasp Nest
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ATTACHMENT A1
Canberrans urged to report European wasp sightings as hibernation draws to an end
9 November 2018
RiotACT

Jim Bariesheff from CoreEnviro Solutions holding a nest found in a roof void at Gordon last season. Photos: Supplied.

As the weather warms up, European wasp queens are starting to come out of hibernation as the
aggressive stinging insects start to establish new nests for the summer months.
Wasp specialists are calling on Canberrans to report any early sightings of European wasps in their
neighbourhood after the nation’s capital experienced the biggest wasp season on record last
summer.
The 2017-18 season saw a record number of European wasp nests in Canberra, with 1,052 nests
treated in the ACT. European wasp hotspots last summer included Fyshwick with 66 nests, Kambah
with 31, Yarralumla with 27 and Dunlop with 26 while Macgregor, Forde and Latham also had high
numbers of reported nests.
30

Wasp specialists believe the record number of reported nests was due to milder, drier winter, which
allowed European wasp queens to survive and therefore enabled them to establish their nests
much earlier than previous years.
Entomologist Dr Philip Spradbury said it was too early to tell if this summer’s wasp season would
see a further population growth.
“We cannot predict yet what the coming season will be like because we do not have any
information,” Dr Spradbury said. “Last year was the biggest season on record in Canberra and one
would expect that perhaps this season will be just as big.
“Success in establishing nests in the spring months will depend on the queens and an awful lot of
things can happen to a single queen during this time.”

Pest and weed officer at CoreEnviro Solutions Jim Bariesheff said with another dry and warm winter
now over, he is preparing for another busy wasp season.
“We have come across a few nests that were treated late in winter but potentially, there are still
nests out there that have not been treated,” Mr Bariesheff said. “We have also had over 100 queens
reported to us so far this spring.
31

“We are encouraging Canberrans to do inspections of their yard and to report any nests to the
hotline or via our new and improved mobile app.”
A new mobile app has been released to assist residents when reporting nests and sightings, with an
easy-to-use GPS mapping tool that allows the user to report a nest or sighting by dropping a pin on
the location. It also provides access to camera capability when reporting nests, identifying insects,
arachnids and more.
The government advises people to stay clear of nests, report them to the eWasp hotline on 6258
5551, or use the new app and call a pest control company as soon as possible.

What to look out for:
The European wasp is the same size as the honey bee — about 12 to 16mm long. The wasp is less
hairy and folds its wings back at rest.
European wasp queens have identical markings and colouring as the worker wasp but have a larger
abdomen and can grow up to 20 millimetres in length.
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If anyone comes across individual wasps, they are encouraged to treat them with a registered
insecticide. It is recommended that established nests are treated by a qualified pest controller to
avoid any possible stinging incidents and to ensure the nest is properly controlled.
European wasp nests are often hidden, the most common nesting sites in wall cavities, a hole in the
ground, roofs and even in conifer trees. When an eWasp queen makes her nest in one of these
locations, a steady stream of wasps will be seen leaving and returning to the nest as the day warms
up.
What to do if you are stung:
If threatened or the nest is disturbed, European wasps emit an alarm pheromone summoning the
rest of the colony to attack.
The European wasp is more aggressive than bees and will attack when their nest is threatened or
disturbed. Unlike bees, wasps can sting more than once, and do not die after stinging. The sting
causes a burning pain and swelling. If stings are multiple, a more severe systemic reaction may
occur.
If stung, a cold pack may be used to relieve the pain. If there is evidence of a more severe reaction
or the victim is known to be allergic to wasp and bee venom, medical attention should be sought
immediately.
- Article ends -

eWasp nest in Ag Pipe
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ATTACHMENT A2
Hot weather: Bad for humans; bad for wasps, too
15 February 2019
Steve Evans
Canberra Times
There's been a big drop in the number of nests of non-native European wasps uncovered in the ACT
over the summer.
One reason is the active program of eradication by the territory government last summer.

CoreEnviro Solutions senior pest and weed officer Jim Bariesheff inspects a European Wasp nest in Evatt.
CREDIT: JAY CRONAN

But another is that the exceptional heat has displeased wasps (as it has displeased humans) - but in
the case of the insects, it put them off breeding, so pest nest numbers dwindled.
According to Jim Bariesheff, the city's wasp expert who deals with nests, there were 450 nests of
European wasps found up to the end of last summer compared with 131 so far this summer. The
hot weather may not be over yet, but the numbers are unlikely to rise to last year's levels.
There have been 13 stings this year compared with 48 in the same period last year.
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There's been a big drop particularly in nests found in lofts because they have got especially hot - up
between 52 and 55 degrees on the hottest days - and that's impaired the breeding ability of queen
wasps, the sole source of a nest's long-term viability. "We are seeing far fewer nests in roof voids,"
Mr Bariesheff, who works for CoreEnviro Solutions, said.
He added that this year's wasp hot spots have been Pialligo, Weston, Forde, Franklin and Dunlop.
“Some nests can contain 2000 European Wasps. This number is expected to grow even further by
the end of February," he said.
Most of the stinging has been of residents who disturbed a nest while gardening or with a hose.
Related Article

It's time for European wasps: here's what you need to know about them

He warned that disturbing a nest threatened the colony - and that turned wasps aggressive.
"Wasps will swarm in large numbers and can sting multiple times. Multiple stings can cause a severe
allergic reaction, if this occurs, seek immediate medical attention," he said.
“Nests are often hidden with the most common nesting sites in wall cavities, a hole in the ground,
roof voids and they can also be found in conifer trees. Wasps can gain access through cracks,
crevices and holes around windows and door frames."
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It is strongly advised that when a nest is located stay clear from the area, report it to the European
Wasp Hotline on 6258 5551 and call a professional pest control company to treat/destroy the nest
as soon as possible.
- Article ends -

eWasp queen, workers & larvae
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ATTACHMENT A3
Canberra’s European wasps causing a buzz in Japan
17 February 2019
RiotACT
Lachlan Roberts

A film crew from Japan are documenting European wasps in the ACT. Photos: Supplied by CoreEnviro Solutions.

They might be causing less hassle this summer compared to previous years but the ACT’s European
wasps are still causing a buzz across the Pacific Ocean.
A Japanese film crew has arrived in the nation’s capital to shoot a film on European wasps in the
ACT and across Australia, detailing the wasp’s impact on the local community and treatments used
to manage the pests.

37

Led by a Japanese wasp and hornet specialist, the film will compare the different methods used in
Japan and Australia to treat the nests, with CoreEnviro Solutions’ Jim Bariesheff showing the 10man crew to known local hot spots and the methods he uses to defuse a nest.
Mr Bariesheff said the ACT’s recent record number of nests and their social media campaign
educating the Canberra public caught the eye of the Japenese specialist, who wanted to share his
techniques and learn new ones.
“The Japanese specialist uses a non-chemical method and he uses other techniques like steam and
tracking to eradicate the nests,” Mr Barisheff shared. “There are no European wasps in Japan but
they have 16 different hornet and wasp species, including the Asian giant hornet which is the most
dangerous one of all.
“I have been showing the crew how we deal with wasps and our different methods of tracking and
he has shown me his own personal techniques to exterminate a nest. To track a wasp, he puts out a
little bait attached to paper and follows it back to its nest.”

A European wasp nest found in Condor.
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There has been a significant decrease in European wasp sightings in Canberra compared to last
summer, with only 140 eWasp nests and 13 stinging incidents reported to the eWasp hotline since
the first day of summer, compared to 450 nests this time last year.
1,052 nests were treated in the ACT last summer, which Mr Bareisheff said was due to recent
publicity and more people reporting nests.
“People are becoming more aware of European wasps and what they have in their backyard, in
their roof or in their wall cavity. People reported more nests last year when they realised it wasn’t
bees in their garden,” he said.
“Our baiting program was also quite successful and have diminished the number of nests on public
land. Every time we control a nest or do a baiting program we are reducing the wasp population for
the following year.”
People are advised to stay clear of nests, report them to the eWasp hotline on 6258 5551, or call a
pest control company as soon as possible.

39

What to look out for:
The European wasp is the same size as the honey bee — about 12 to 16mm long. The wasp is less
hairy and folds its wings back at rest.
European wasp queens have identical markings and colouring as the worker wasp but have a larger
abdomen and can grow up to 20 millimetres in length.
The nests are often hidden, the most common nesting sites in wall cavities, a hole in the ground,
roofs and even in conifer trees. Wasps can gain access through cracks, crevices and holes around
windows and door frames. When an eWasp queen makes her nest in one of these locations, a
steady stream of wasps will be seen leaving and returning to the nest as the day warms up.
If anyone comes across individual wasps, they are encouraged to treat them with a registered
insecticide. It is recommended that established nests are treated by a qualified pest controller to
avoid any possible stinging incidents and to ensure the nest is properly controlled.
What to do if you are stung:
If threatened or the nest is disturbed, European wasps emit an alarm pheromone summoning the
rest of the colony to attack.
The European wasp is more aggressive than bees and will attack when their nest is threatened or
disturbed. Unlike bees, wasps can sting more than once, and do not die after stinging. The sting
causes a burning pain and swelling. If stings are multiple, a more severe systemic reaction may
occur.
If stung, a cold pack may be used to relieve the pain. If there is evidence of a more severe reaction
or the victim is known to be allergic to wasp and bee venom, medical attention should be sought
immediately.
- Article ends -
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COMPANY CONTACTS
Mr. Jim Bariesheff
Director
Horticulturist|Senior Pest & Weed Officer
CoreEnviro Solutions Pty Ltd
Mobile: 0417 6037 83

Mrs. Christina Bariesheff
Director
Reporting & Communications Officer
CoreEnviro Solutions Pty Ltd
Mobile: 0405 623 225

CoreEnviro Solutions Pty Ltd
Landline: 02 62590633
email: ces@grapevine.net.au
website: www.coreenvirosolutions.com

European Wasp Hotline
eWasp Hotline: 02 6258 5551
email: info@ewasp.com.au
website: www.ewasp.com.au
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